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ANTHONY CASINO PLANNERS CONTINUE FULL SPEED AHEAD

The Jemez Pueblo officials and the deselopers of the proposed Jemez/&nthory Casing
are moving full-speed ahead on the plans for the Casmmo application. “The architects and
lawryers are working overtirne, and we continue to be availdhle to talk to anyore who has
guestions about the project,” said Panl 5. Clinana, Governor of Jemez Pueblo
Deevrelopers of the proposed casmmo for Anthony, New Iiexco, said they didn’t know
anytbung more than what has been published m the newspapers sbout the Fort Sill
Lpache tribe of Oklahoma, but acknowledged that for years there have been nmors
ahout the Picarus Fueblo explonng warions casmo options either on their reservation or
onh varous other locations m the state.

“It has beer said that rratation 15 the highest form of flattery. It 15 easy for anyone to say
they want to open a Casino, howewver, actually putting together an appheation is
extrernely difficult and expenstve,” according to Jerry Peters of Cicle P Irvestments.
“In fact it 15 one of the most comgplicated and expenstee undertakings I have ever been
mrvobred with,” FPeters added. [t takes an army of specialized lawyers, engimeers,
archutects, bankers, consultants, econornists and garang experts. For exarnple, the
application for the Jena Band of Choctaws in Lowsiana, which recetved Departraent of
Interior approval, consisted of more than 5,000 pages of docurnents.

The Ft. 511l &paches don’t seern to meet the Department of Interior’s criteria on its face;

1. The Departrment of Intenior first considers a tribe’s cwrrent location. Ifa Tnbe alreadsy
hiag a casino (as the Fort 51l &paches do), they are generally deerned meligible to go atter

a hew location.

4. The Departrment of Interior has never approved an application for an out-of-state tabe.
The Departrent recently rejected the Chesrerme-Lrapaho Trbe of Oklahorma’s bad for a
casing to settle a land clarm near Dereer, which 15 another good market, i exchange for
setthng a land clairn i the Derreer area.

3. In the three off-reservation casmos approved bry the Department of the Intenor, no
other Indian casinos have been allowed to enter the same geographic market.

The Jemwez Pueblo has been working for rmonths to meet with the corenmity to answer
guestions and address concems. Simce therr anmouncement m August, thousands of
signatures of support have been collected from Anthony and the swrounding
corrroaties, meloding Sunland Park, and the plan has recered endorsernent by toarey of
the area’s. business owners and economic develonment renresentattves. Surmorters of the
Jemez casing mclude: &1t Franco, Mlagyor of Anthorey, Texas, the Anthory City Couneil,
12 restaurant owners m Anthowy, the Anthorg-Berno Econorme Developroent
Corporation; and thousands of residents in Anthony and swrrounding coraranities who
have signed petitions supporting the project. The Jemez proposal 1= well-planmed,
carefully researched, and funded. It 15 well on its way to becorang a reality,

The GWA& Naruette Ldvisors Feonomae [mpact study and the Speaking Rock Casmo
cage gtudy are evidence that the JTemez Pueblo casmo will have an enormons positre
econoric impact on Anthony and the swrounding area. Onee approved, the $55 million
construction project will bring 530 construction-related jobs to the area, with $16 million
i construction payroll. Upon completion, the casimo will requre 950 employees, with
sood-paying jobs with benefits and healtheare. The aromal payroll will be $28 rallion,
raoney which will he spent within the corgauraty by the ermployees, all but about 15 of
which will be from the area. The casino will spend ahout $30 million annually on local
purchases.

The casino will also bring tounsr and entertairenent options to the area, wlhich studies
have shown are underserved by the curent casing garning entertairrnent mdustry. For
exaraple, within 50 rules of Albmguergque. there 15 a popuadation of 786,000 swupporting
frve casinos and one racetrackfeasing with a total of 7,250 slot machines. Howesrer, the
sreater El Paso/luarez area has a population of spprocarately 2.2 ralhon people with
only about JOO slot mackones. The casimo will be bult close to the Anthony exat on
Interstate 10, where over 35,000 velicles pass daily.

The Jermez pueblo and the desvelopers have descrbed the proposed casing as a great
econornc opporturaty for everyone weobed, making 1t a troe “win-win-wn” sibuation for
Lnthorer, the Jermez Pueblo, and the entire area.

(For additional infomation, contac David Wik on (@ 505-514-8118)
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