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Once the full 355 million casi-
na is opened, it will employ about
950 people, according to plans.

At the Las Cruces carcer fair
that Hernande: attended, for-
mer Mavor Ruben Smith told
the audience that he has been
supportive of the casino for the
economic development and jobs
it would bring to the area,

Casine eonsultants hired
by Circle P then talked about
how the puebls has commit-
ted to investing 31 million into
workforce training and detailed
career paths in culinary services,
finance and operations, such as:

* A person could start in a
cagsing kitchen washing dishes
for between 38 and 29 an hour,
become a prep cook for between
£8 and $10 an hour, then a line
cook for between 39 and 311 an
hour, a lead line cook for between
#12 and $15 an hour before final-
Iy advancing to kitchen manager
for 14 to $16 an hour.

* Beverage serving jobs range
from barbacks and servers mak-
ing between $7 and $9 an hour
and shift leads at between 212
and 315 an hour, to bartenders
making $14 to $17 an hour or
bar manager at between 324 to
327 an hour. With the exception
of the manager, the other jobs
got Lips,

* In the restaurant itself,
a casino hostess, bus stall or
wait staff ean make between 37
and 39 an hour, with lead wait

peraons making between

20 and %12 an hour and

the supervisor making

between $15 and $18 an

hour, Except for the super-
visor, the other restaurant work-
ers also make tips.

* For slot machine operations,
glot hosts make between 27 and
39 an hour, plus tips, while slot
cashiers make between 29 and
212 an hour, with tips. Cage
cashiers make between $11 and
%14 an hour without tips and the
slot club administrator makes
between 210 and 212 an hour
Other non-tip slot jobs are count
team members at between $12
and $15 an hour, count and cage
supervisors at between $16 and
£19 an hour and the slot floor
supervisors at between 316 and
219 an hour,

= Bafety security and emer-
gency officers can make from 38
an hour to 15 an hour, with the
safety manager making between
324 and 528 an hour.

* In human resources, assis-
tants, recruiters and trainers
make between %9 and %16 an
hour, with managers making
between $24 and $29 an hour.

Hernandez said she liked
what she heard, figuring she
could work as a host, clerk of slot
cashier for decent pay at houra
she could work around her school
sthedule, She said she hopes the
casino does open because *the
pay is goed and 1 need the money
for schoal.”

One thing about casinos,
workers move around a lot,
which means that steady work-

ers can advance quickly, said
consultant Jay Marqua. He said
the pueblo is committed to hir-
ing from southern New Mexico
and Anthony — both on the Mew
Mexico and Texas sides of the
stateline town,

More than 800 people turned
out for the Anthony career fair,
while the Las Cruges and Viado
area career fairs saw about 200
people each, according to Dave
Wilson, who has been hired by
Circle P and the Pueblo to handle
local marketing and public rela-
tioms.

Companies that get govern-
ment contracts do similar job
fairs even if they don't have the
contracts wet, said county com-
missioner Kent Evans, based
on his experience as an admin-
istrator with NMS3LU's Physical
Science Laboratory.

Prior to the career fairs, cagi-
ne opposition organized a press
conference Friday in Las Cruces.
Guy Clark, executive director
of the Mew Mexico Coalition
Against Gambling, characterized
the career fairs as “a cruel cyni-
cal hoax,™

“But theyre doing what the
gambling industry does besat,”
Clark zaid, “they're selling false
hopes.”

At the Lags Cruces career fair,
Smith countered Clarks state-
ment by telling the audience
that the jobs were real — should
the casino be approved by the
Interior Department and Gow
Bill Richardson.

Clark sarcastically predicted
that a casino in Anthony would
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produte some jobs — in pawn
shops. But, he said, communities
have found that having casines
cauges more economic decline
than presperity and that person-
al bankrupteies and erime would
inerease,

Rev. Juan Acevedo of Central
Familiar Cristiano, an Assembly
of God church in Anthony, said
the community needs to work on
its problems with families before
allowing something like a casino
in that would make problems
of drugs, crime and gangs even
worse, He characterized the lure
of area economic development by

the casino as a “pet rich guick
scheme”™ and the jobs as “dead-
end jobs."

“We need jobs that make our
community a healthy commu-
nity,” Acevedo said. *We need to
resolve the problems we have in
the community right now.”

No matter what happens with
the casino proposal — which
ia currently going through an
Environmental Impact Study
process — Acevedo admitted it
has given attention to Anthony,
which has not benefited from
growth as much as surrounding
communities.



